p Approved For Release 2001/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330030-9 

^ i&H,| 


U. S. Officials Only 

SECRET 


25X6 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 

COUNTRY International 

Subject Petroleum Production /UK Railways 


PLACE ACQUIRED 
(BY SOURCE) 

25X1 A 

DATE ACQU I 

(BY SOURCE ) B 

DATE (OF INFO.) 20 Nov 53 


Tma DOCuMtHt c6wT.INI i a fo.a.t i on IrTirTIl r M ( maTio.al ocTTTTi 
Of Thi UMITIO •TaTEI. • ITmI'i THCMtAMIMI or TITLE I*. IECTiOMI ?|| 
ANO 114. or ThI O.S. CODE. Al AMINOIO. ITt T»AA»Mlf|IO* 01 KM- 
LATiOn or IT* COUTCMTB TO 0* ICIirt or Ail UNAUTNOaiACO rcatOM la 

this is UNEVALUATED information 

25X1X 


25X1 A 



OPR NO. 



■ 


B H 


■ ■ 


DATE DISTR .J£ D© C 53 

NO. OF PAGES 

NO. OF ENCLS. 

SUPP. TO 
REPORT NO. 




3. 


4. 


5. 


Franco’s foreign trade gap was halved during January-Sept ember, 1953 > compared with 
the same nine months of last year:- 


$ Billion 

Imports 

Exports 

Deficit 


1st Nine Months 
1953 1952 

2*3oO 2.750 

1.Q6Q 1.700 

.500 1.050 


% Change 
-14 
±-l 

-52 


A program for the modernization of British Railways, including the expenditure of 
U.1 mill ion on diesel shunting locomotives, was announced ir. bhe House of Commons 
recently. 


In southeastern Sicily , Gulf Oil Cor/-, has tested heavy 12-16° gravity crude in its 
Ragusa 1 wildcat. The oil was obtained from formations believed to be the Jurassic 
at around 6,000 ft. The well is being carried deeper and at last reports was 
drilling below 6,500 ft. 
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The Soviet administrative organization v/hich controls the production and sale of 
petroleum in Austria has undertaken to deliver J9, 560 b/d of petroleum products for 
sale in Austria during 1954. This total, which will be almost sufficient to cover the 
country’s needs, is made up as follows: 


Motor fuel 
Gas oil 
Fuel oil 
Paraffin 
Bi turner. 
Special oils 


3,690 b/d 
3,800 
10,000 
570 
500 
1,000 


Reports from Austria suggest that tin.- Soviet Oil Admiuistrat 2 on has ceased from 
exploratory activities. It is stated that 1 seismic investigations have been c;.o r. . 
and that test drilling on Lxie Czechoslovak border at Augern and Ravensburg, wogether 
with exploration at udcrlbLaa, has been suspended. The official reason for this 
cessation of activity is that the Austrian market is already amply supplied and that 
export possibilities are insufficiently promising. Unofficial comment, however, 
interprets it as a sign of the withdrawal of Soviet forces in the not-too-aistant 
future . 

Crude oil production in Saudi Arabia averageu 351,72? b/d in October, an in crease of 
15,792 b/d over September. Aveiage production for the first ten months of 1953 has 
been 846,334 b/d. Crude runs at Has Tanura were 173 *843 b/d in October, considerably 
below the 206,592 b/d ten-month 1953 average. 

Anglo-Iranian has started laying two 19-mile pipelines - one 16“ and the other 6" in 
diameter - which vail join it3 100,000 b/d Aden refinery to its international 
“i.nkoring installation. Over 10,000 b/d of four grades of oil will be handled, 

Kuwait, one of the smallest countries in the world, has just become the ninth country 
to reach the billion barrel cumulative oil production category, accomplishing this 
remarkable achievement in a shorter time - less than eight years - than any of its 
eight predecessors. A comparison showing the time taken by each of the nine countries 
to nroduce a billion barrels is shown below: 


Rumania 1857-1943 87 years 

Indonesia 1893-1941 49 M 

Russia 1663-1905 43 " 

United Htatcs I85V-190Q 42 u 

Iran 1913-1940 28 '• 

Mexico 1901-1923 23 n 

Venezuela 1917-1934 18 " 

Saudi Arabia 1936-1951 16 " 

Kuwait 1916-1953 3 M 

American indcr undent Oil Co. has completed its fourth we .i in the A'afra field for 
:.bout 4,500 b/d. It is located one mile north of ..he discovery well in the Kuwait- 
baud! \rabia -Jeui.ral Zone . Construction of rr.thcring, pipeline, and tcn.dnal 
facilities is proceeding as.d it is anticipated that crude vri.li move to the company's 
tidewater terminal, rit V.c.r. Abdulla, Kuwait, by January 1st. 

Construction ot a products pipeli/.e from Durban to Johan. burg is undur cor.uiderrtj on. 
I..iti,a .-.ti-. tes place the cost at about £25 milV’on, incl.v.Iing a. branch line to the 
gold fields in lI.o Orange Free State. High railroad freight rates on petroleum arc 
considered as justifying Lhe project. 

A plan has been subinitted to the Japanese Government under which the equivalent of 
$28 million would be spent over a 5-year period in an effort to increase Japanese oil 
production. The goal would be 17,300 b/d. Existing fields would increase their output 
from the present level of about 6,000 b/d to 7,300 b/d. Secondary recovery would add 
another 2,000 b/d, leaving >,000 b/d to be produced from now fields. 
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7 1 1 . 1 12 

4 m/d 

12/135.63 

Um/d(n) 

12/735.63 

N(QD 

751.5 

6 m 

622.02 1 

19M 

0/735-6 

17M/C 

V735-5 

66 k 

755." 

22M 

735 -33 1 * 

5* 

6/735.5 
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